
ASCEND 

SUMMER HOMEWORK 

RISING 5TH GRADE 

Dear Families, 

In this packet, you will find reading, math, and science activities for your scholar to complete 
over the summer. These activities are meant to challenge your scholar’s thinking, while also 
being fun and engaging. Please feel free to complete this work along with your scholar, asking 
questions and taking part in conversation as you go. This will make their experience even richer!  

Research shows that kids who read over the summer are much more prepared for the next 
school year than those who do not. For this reason, in addition to our selected book, your 
scholar should read 2-3 other age-appropriate chapter books over the summer. On pages 4-6, 
you will find a reading log for your scholar to track their summer reading and for you to certify 
this with your signature. Your scholar will be better off if they complete these chapters and 
activities over time throughout the summer—switching back and forth between reading, math, 
and science—than if they try cramming them into the last few days. 

Thank you for supporting your scholar’s learning. Together, we can push them to new heights! 

Happy summer! 

Ascend Public Charter Schools
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RISING 5TH GRADE READING 

 
 

 

We know that kids love this book, so we have chosen it with the hope that it will 
encourage your love of reading this summer! As you read Where the Mountain Meets 
the Moon, take notes about major character insights and plot elements, as you have all 
year, and complete the chapter-by-chapter questions and activities in this packet.  

 

In addition to Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, we hope you will choose at least a 
few other books to read over the summer. Please track your summer reading on the 
reading log that is on the following pages and ask a family member to sign. 

  

                                                                                         RISING 5TH GRADE SUMMER HOMEWORK

3



 
RISING 5TH GRADE SUMMER READING LOG 

 

Book Title Date Minutes 
Read 

Signature 

Example: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory July 18 30 Ms. Holmes 
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RISING 5TH GRADE Where the Mountain Meets the Moon READING LOG 

 

Book Title Chapter Date Signature 

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 1-2   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 3-5   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 6-9   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 10-11   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 12-14   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 15-16   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 17-19   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 20-23   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 24-26   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 27-29   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 30-34   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 35-38   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 39-41   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 42-44   

Where the Mountain Meets the 
Moon 

Chapter 45-48   
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Chapter 1-2 

Use three words to describe Minli based on the text. Think carefully and review the text 
if you need to.  

 

________________________         __________________________       _________________________ 

Choose one of the words above. In 2-4 sentences, explain why you think it is a good 
word to describe Minli based on what she thinks, says, and does throughout the story. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Draw the Village of Fruitless Mountain based on details from the text.  
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Chapter 3-5 

Authors often use characters with different perspectives (their points of view) to show 
different opinions about the same situation. In Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, Ma 
and Ba have different perspectives on stories. Explain how their perspectives are 
different. Provide two pieces of evidence from the book to support your response. Your 
response should be 4-6 sentences long. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are your parents’ thoughts on stories more like Ma’s or Ba’s? __________________ 

Explain why in 2-3 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 6-9 

Grace Lin, the author of this book, uses lots of figurative language to help the reader 
imagine the setting and characters. Here’s a reminder of some important types of 
figurative language with examples from these chapters.  

Type of figurative 
language 

Definition Example 

Metaphor A comparison between two 
unlike things that does not use 
“like” or “as”  

“The fallen leaves made a soft 
carpet for her feet” (p. 34) 

Simile A comparison between two 
unlike things that uses “like” or 
“as” 

“Ma made a noise like a 
shrieking cat” (p. 37) 

Imagery Descriptions that help the 
reader picture the scene 

“…the night birds flew into 
the sky as she passed. Only 
when the sky lightened to 
gray…” (p. 34) 

 

Now it’s your turn to find more examples of figurative language in this chapter. When you 
find an example of each type of figurative language, write the sentence in the box below 
and then draw a picture that shows how the language helps you better imagine the 
setting or characters. 

Type Example of this from the text Picture 
Metaphor   

 

 

Simile  

 

 

 

 

 

Imagery  
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Chapter 10-11 

In these chapters, Minli meets her new friend, Dragon. Use the information in these two 
chapters to write a biography (the story of his life) about Dragon. Include information 
about his birth and his life on the lines below and draw his picture in the box.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 12-14 

The Goldfish Man read that he would die at 19 in the Book of Fortune. If you had the 
chance, would you read the Book of Fortune? Why or why not? Respond in 2-3 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does Minli trick the monkeys? Draw her trick below using a 3-box comic strip. Base 
your drawing on details from the text. Use drawings, dialogue bubbles, and labels.  

(1) 

 

 

 

 

(2) (3) 

 

What does it show about the monkeys’ personalities that they could be tricked this way? 
Explain why using 2 details from the text. Use 5-7 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 15-16 

On the Paper of Happiness there is only one word written over and over. What do you 
think that one word is?   

_____________________ 

Explain why using 2-3 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A myth is a traditional story that is passed down through generations. Many of the stories 
in this book are myths. Many families, countries, and cultures have their own myths. The 
Story of the Dragon Gate in this chapter is one such myth that has been passed down 
through the goldfish over generations. Here are some others you may be familiar with:  

• Greek and Roman myths: such as the myth of The Trojan Horse that led to the 
destruction of Troy 

• Creation myths: explanations for how the world was created—many religions 
have their own 

• Origin stories: myths that explain why something is the way that is, such as why 
chameleons change colors 

Do some research by reading another myth, either online or at your local library. You may 
also ask your family members if they know of any famous or family myths! Then, write a 
brief summary (3-5 sentences) of the myth you read or heard below.  

Name of the Myth: _____________________ This is a myth from: _____________________ 

My Summary:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 17-19 

Authors often use contrast, or differences, to show something important about the 
characters to the reader. The Buffalo Boy and Minli are a good example of the use of 
contrast. Think about their differences. What does Minli have that the Buffalo Boy does 
not? What does the Buffalo Boy have that Minli does not? Use at least 2 details from the 
text for each character. Your response should be 5-7 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 20-23 

Authors give us subtle (small) clues throughout the story that characters are beginning to 
change. Readers can pay attention to a character’s actions to find these clues. Find three 
clues that the author gives the reader in Chapter 20 to show that Ma is beginning to 
change. Write the three clues you found below:  

1. ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw a 6-box comic strip that explains how and why the king tricks the peach seller and 
what Minli discovers. Think about what happens first, second, etc. Use drawings, dialogue 
bubbles, and labels.  

(1) 

 

 

 

 

(2) (3) 

(4) 

 

 

 

 

(5) (6) 

 

What is the “borrowed line” that Minli finds?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 24-26 

What is the “borrowed line” that Dragon finds?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Which of the borrowed lines do you think is the real one? Explain why using 2-3 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Ba has had many thoughts about what the word on the Paper of Happiness could have 
been. Now he thinks it is “faith.” Why does he think this? Explain why using 3-4 sentences. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What do you think the word on the Paper of Happiness is?  

____________________________ 
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Chapter 27-29 

Remember that authors give us subtle (small) clues throughout the story that characters 
are beginning to change. Readers can pay attention to a character’s internal thoughts, 
or what they think but do not say out loud, to show that they are changing. Find three 
clues that the author gives the reader in Chapter 27 to show that Minli is beginning to 
change. Write the three clues you found below:  

1. ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Why do you think that Minli is beginning to change? Use 2 details from the text to support 
your answer. Your response should be 3-5 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Draw the tiger using details from the text:  
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Chapter 30-34 

How do the twins trick the tiger? Draw their trick in the box below using a 3-box comic 
strip. Base your drawing on details from the text. Use drawings, dialogue bubbles, and 
labels.  

(1) 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) (3) 

 

What does it show about the tiger’s personality that he could be tricked this way? Explain 
why using 2 details from the text. Use 5-7 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

                                                                                         RISING 5TH GRADE SUMMER HOMEWORK

18



Chapter 35-38 

Describe the Village of Moon Rain. Consider: who lives there, what is it like there, and 
how did it get its name? Use at least 3 details from the text and 5-7 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
After meeting the villagers from where the secret of happiness comes from, what do you 
think was written on the Paper of Happiness?  

____________________ 

  
Why do you think this? Base your answer on details from the text.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 39-41 

An origin story is a type of legend that explains why something is the way that it is or why 
something happens. The story of the Dragon’s Pearl is an example of an origin story, 
because it explains how the moon got in the sky.  

Think of something that you have always wondered about, such as why snakes have no 
legs, or why we have 5 toes on each foot. Then, write an origin story to explain how this 
came to happen. Remember that an origin story is based in your imagination, not science, 
and explains why something is the way that it is. Write your story in 10 lines below.  

Title: ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 42-44 

Many stories have a moral, or a lesson that the reader should learn from them about how 
to live their life. 

What is the moral of Wu Kang’s story? Explain using 2 details from the text and 5-7 
sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minli can only ask the Old Man in the Moon one question. What question does she ask, 
and what does this reveal about how she has changed? Use details from the text and 3-
5 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
If you had the chance to ask the Old Man in the Moon one question, what would you 
ask?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 45-48 

When the Goldfish Man returns to the village, he realizes that much has changed. What 
were the village and its residents like before, and what are they like now? Think about 
setting, characters, attitudes, etc. Find at least 5 differences to write below.  

What was the village like at the 
beginning of the text?  

What is the village like at the end of 
the text?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Who or what is responsible for this change? Respond in 3-5 sentences. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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This past year your teacher talked a lot about lessons that we can learn from reading 
stories. These lessons can be thought of as the big ideas, or themes, that the author 
wants the reader to think deeply about. For example, you might walk away from a 
story and realize the author is trying to teach you, “Even when life is challenging, it is 
important to push forward and keep trying.” Or the author might be trying to teach 
you, “Imagination and curiosity are important if we want to make a difference in the 
world.” 

There are many different lessons we can learn from reading stories, but we can’t just 
make them up from scratch! We have to think about the details in the story—the 
characters, what they say and do, the relationships they build, and all the other things 
that happen. 

What do you think Grace Lin, the author of Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, is 
trying to teach you through this story? What does she want you to learn from reading 
it? In your response, make sure you provide some reasons and evidence for the lesson 
you think Lin is teaching you, and explain your thinking carefully so your fifth-grade 
teacher knows why you said what you said. 
 
Use 7-10 sentences in your response. Be specific and make a strong argument. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Did you like this story? Would you recommend it to a sibling, classmate, or friend? Why 
or why not? On the following pages, you will write a short book report, including details 
about the story and your own opinion about it. You will need to review portions of the 
book to remember some of the specifics. 

 

Book Report 
 

Title:    
 

Author: ____________________________ 
 

Main Characters (list as many as you think are important): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Setting (when and where the story takes place): 
Note: You may want to list multiple settings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Plot Summary (you can’t include every little detail, so think about the most important 
parts—the main problems, solutions, turning points, exciting action). Your summary 
should be 7-10 sentences long. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How many STARS would you give this book? 

 

 

What was your favorite part about the story? Use 2-4 sentences. Be specific. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you recommend this book?    Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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RISING 5TH GRADE MATH 

Skills to master before entering fifth grade: 

 Memorizing multiplication facts within 100

 Adding and subtracting multi-digit numbers

 Multiplying 2 x 2 digit numbers (ex. 45 x 93) and 4 x 1 digit numbers (ex. 2783 x 5)

 Dividing 4 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers (ex. 8369 ÷ 5)

 Find all factors of any number between 1-100 (ex. 12: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 12)

 Identify and create equivalent fractions (ex. 2/3 = 4/6)

 Read and write decimals to the tenths place (ex. 0.7 as “seven tenths”) and to the hundredths

place (ex. 0.45 as “forty five hundredths”)

Activities to do this summer to prepare for fifth grade: 

 Math flashcards (see next page for instructions)

 Math games (included in this packet)

 Math practice sheets (included in this packet)

Recommended materials 

 1 pack of 3 x 5” index cards

 1 deck of playing cards (with jokers and face cards removed)

 2 paper clips
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RISING 5TH GRADE MATH FACTS 

Learning and practicing these basic math facts is the best way to get ready for fifth grade. You may have 
brought home a set of flashcards. If not, you can make your own!  

Instructions: Each day, run through the flash cards. Make two piles: one for the facts you can recall 
automatically (in less than 3 seconds, without counting on fingers), and one for the facts you need to 
practice more. Run through this pile 2-3 more times. The next day, shuffle the piles and repeat. 
Practicing daily will ensure you are ready for fifth grade! 

Multiplication within 100 

On the front of a 3 x 5” index card, write the fact without the answer. 
On the back of each card, write the answer. 
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RISING 5TH GRADE MATH GAMES 

Playing games is a great way to practice your facts! The chart below provides a list of math games you 
can play. Below, read directions for how to play. 

Game Number of 
Players 

Materials Needed Directions 

Multiplication 
Madness 

2  Multiplication Madness
game board (provided in
this packet)

 2 different sets of colored
space markers

 2 paper clips

Player A places a paper clip on two numbers at 
the bottom of the game board (ex. 5 and 8), 
multiplies them, and covers the product (ex. 40) 
on the game board with a game marker. Player 
B moves ONE of the paper clips to a different 
number (ex. 5  2) and covers the new product 
on the game board (ex. 2 x 8 = 16) with a 
different colored marker. Continue taking turns. 
The first one with three in a row (vertically, 
horizontally, or diagonally) wins! 

Make 20 2  Make 20 instructions
(included in this packet)

 1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

You have to see it to understand it! Read the 
“Make 20” instructions in your packet. 

Race to 500 2-4  1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

 1 blank piece of paper
per person

You have to see it to understand it! Read the 
“Race to 500” instructions in your packet. 

3-Digit 
Subtraction 
Action 

2  1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

 1 blank piece of paper
per person

You have to see it to understand it! Read the  
“3-Digit Subtraction Action” instructions in your 
packet. 

Make the 
Largest 
Product 

2-4  1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

 1 blank piece of paper
per person

You have to see it to understand it! Read the 
“Make the Largest Product” instructions in your 
packet. 

Three in a 
Row 

2-3  Three in a Row game
board (versions 1 and 2
provided in this packet)

 2-3 different sets of
colored space markers

 Note: the directions say
you need a calculator, but
this is not necessary

Players take turns picking one number from Box 
A and one from Box B. Multiply the two 
numbers and cover the product. The first one to 
make 3 in a row wins. 
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RISING 5TH GRADE MATH PRACTICE PAGES 

In addition to the games and flashcards, you should practice math skills by completing the pages 
provided. You should complete about two pages (front and back = 1 page) per week. 
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Rising 5th Grade Science 
 

Activities to do this summer to prepare for fifth grade: 
 

1. Complete the Science Choice Board. 

• Choose 3 science activities from the choice board.  

• Put an X on the square to mark the activity as complete.  

• Remember: You may substitute materials for other similar items that you have at home! 

• Important Safety Note: You must ask an adult’s permission before using materials, conducting an 
investigation, or visiting any sites on the internet.  

 

2. Read a book about science  

 

Science Books 

Look for these great books about science at your local library through e-book access, or try ReadWorks! 
ReadWorks offers richly illustrated eBooks and a read aloud feature to support readers at all levels. You'll find  a 
quick tutorial video about using eBooks at  https://about.readworks.org/parents_remote.html 

  

Or, if possible, look for these great books about science at your local library! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Titles Author Topic 

Astrophysicist and Space 
Advocate Neil deGrasse 
Tyson 

Marne Ventura Have you ever stared into the night sky, full of 
stars and planets? As a kid, Neil deGrasse Tyson 
was star-struck when he first visited a 
planetarium. The universe was calling him. Now he 
is a famous astrophysicist with a TV show and 
over 1 million twitter followers. Follow his path 
from fascinated kid to popular space expert. 

Electrical Wizard: How Nikola 
Tesla Lit Up the World 

Oliver Dominguez Learn all about Tesla who contributed to the field 
of electricity and technology. 

What Color Is My World?: The 
Lost History of African- 
American Inventors 

Kareem Abdul- 
Jabar 

Did you know that James West invented the 
microphone in your cell phone? That Fred Jones 
invented the refrigerated truck that makes 
supermarkets possible? Or that Dr. Percy Julian 
synthesized cortisone from soy, easing untold 
people’s pain? These are just some of the black 
inventors and innovators scoring big points in this 
dynamic look at several unsung heroes who 
shared a desire to improve people’s lives. Learn 
more in this book by basketball legend Kareem 
Abdul-Jabar. 
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Virtual trips 

Summer is a great time to explore science in the city. Consider taking a virtual trip to these exciting 
sites! 
 

Place Website What to do 

Brooklyn Botanic 
Gardens 

https://www.bbg.org/ Visit the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens 
website for activities, games, 
recipes, and crafts your scholar can 
do at home. 

Prospect Park Zoo (or 
any zoo!) 

https://prospectparkzoo.com/ Have your scholar take notes on 
animals and their structures. 
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https://www.brainson.org/
https://www.brainson.org/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/solar-system/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/solar-system/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/solar-system/
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/build-a-cell-phone-stand
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/build-a-cell-phone-stand
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stem-activities/build-a-cell-phone-stand
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/
http://www.animalplanet.com/wild-animals/endangered-species/
http://www.animalplanet.com/wild-animals/endangered-species/
http://www.animalplanet.com/wild-animals/endangered-species/
https://www.worldanimalfoundation.com/
https://www.worldanimalfoundation.com/
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Chem_p049/chemistry/what-makes-ice-melt-fastest#summary
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Chem_p049/chemistry/what-makes-ice-melt-fastest#summary
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Chem_p049/chemistry/what-makes-ice-melt-fastest#summary
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Chem_p049/chemistry/what-makes-ice-melt-fastest#summary
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Chem_p049/chemistry/what-makes-ice-melt-fastest#summary
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project-ideas/Chem_p049/chemistry/what-makes-ice-melt-fastest#summary


Animal Report 

by 

___________________ 

My Animal Report 
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Name of my animal: 

My animal is a 

Mammal 
Bird 
Fish 

Reptile 
Amphibian 
Insect 

Here is a drawing (or picture) of my animal: 
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Fast facts about my animal:  

Color(s): 

Sounds it makes: 

Size: 

Weight: 

Lifespan: 

Food it eats: 

Enemies: 

The 2 most interesting facts about my animal are: 

1.___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

2.___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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When is your animal most active (day or night)?  
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
Is your animal a herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore? Explain how you 
know. 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

Draw two things you might see your animal doing: 
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Where my animal lives: 

In what part of the world can we find your animal? 

_____________________________________________________ 
habitat is: 

_____________________________________________________ 

habitat: 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Here is a drawing (or picture) of the habitat: 
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If my animal could  
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

My animal would / would not  
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

Draw your animal as a baby with its parents (make sure to include 
inherited traits):  
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Intro: No-Sew 10 Minute T-Shirt Tote 
Did you know that about 100 billion plastic bags are used annually in the US alone and only about 2% of 
them are recycled?  

 
It's a scary statistic but we can all do small things to help our earth! Using reusable bags or totes is a very 
easy way to do your part. It is a great alternative to buying reusable bags or taking merchandise home in 
plastic bags from stores and much more fashionable! They are durable and will last a long time. 

 
Everyone at some time or another has probably had an old t-shirt that they didn't need or like anymore. 
Instead of tossing it make it into a reusable tote in about 10 minutes. 

 
All you will need is an old t-shirt and a pair of scissors. 
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Step 1: Cut Sleeves Off of Shirt 
 

You can use a short or long sleeved t-shirt. It won’t matter because you will be cutting the sleeves off 
anyway. Lay your t-shirt out on a flat work surface. Using a pair of scissors, carefully cut the sleeves off of the 
shirt. 
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Step 2: Cut Neck Out of Shirt 
You can use a large bowl and draw around it on your fabric to get a nice rounded scoop shape or just 
eyeball it and cut the scoop. I just eyeballed it. 

 
 

Step 3: Cut Slits and Tie Knots 
At the bottom of the shirt cut slits about every inch through both layers (length will depend on the size of 
the shirt so you will have to make the call) long enough that you will be able to tie them twice. Remember 
the shirt will stretch with weight so try to make sure your tote isn't going to hang to your feet with filled 
with goodies! 
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Keep the slits lined up and starting with one end tie the aligning front and back pieces 
together. Tie together in double knots until you have done the entire row. If you don't want 
the knots to show you can tie them on the inside for a less fringed look. 
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Step 4: Tie Decorative Handles 
This step is optional. Cut small strips of extra fabric and tie small 
knots on the tops of the handles for a more decorative look. The 
tote is finished and ready to use! 
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Pollution Experiment
In today’s world we make it a point to raise our children to be environmentally
conscious. We teach them to treasure the Earth, and the animals and plants that
live here with us. And at a very early age, your child is learning terms like
"pollution", "recycle", "organic" and "earth-friendly".

Because of this early, environmentally-conscious outlook, kids tend to look at our
planet in a rather protective way. Often even the youngest kids notice that
factories, cars, and trucks put smoke and smog into the air we breathe. This
activity helps your child become even more aware of what happens when pollution
enters our air, and reinforces her love of the environment, which we all should
share.

What You Need:

3 1-quart jars with lids
Measuring cup
3 small potted green plants
Vinegar or lemon juice
6 labels or strips of masking tape
Pen or marker
Spiral or composition notebook
Pencil
Crayons

What You Do:

1. Begin this activity by discussing with your child what some of the different uses of water are. Ask her why she thinks we need
clean water. Be sure to remind her that we all need clean water not only for drinking and bathing, but also for growing the crops
we use to feed ourselves and the animals that live on earth with us.

2. Talk to her about the ways in which our air can be polluted. Give some examples of pollution she may have seen in your area,
like the exhaust from your car or a factory on the side of the highway. Explain to her how pollution in the air travels up into the
raindrops in the clouds in the sky. This means that our rain can become polluted too, which can sometimes lead to what is known
as "acid rain." Note: There are many books that explain this concept as well if you would like to do some extra research! Perhaps
you can read one these books and have this discussion with her as you read. (A great book to try is What Causes Acid Rain? By
Issac Asimov)

3. Next, explain that you are going to do an experiment that will show what acid rain does to plants. It will also show how important
it is to have clean water for plants and animals.

4. Before you begin the experiment, use your pen and the labels or masking tape to label each jar and each plant. Label the first
plant and jar “a little acid”. Label the next plant and jar “a lot of acid”. Finally label the third jar and plant, “plain water.”

5. Next, you will need to mix the water for the plants. Begin by explaining that the vinegar (or lemon juice) is an acid just like the
acid that gets in the raindrops from the pollution in the air caused by the factories, cars, and trucks we have here on earth.

6. Mix the water for the plant that will get “a little acid” by measuring ¼ cup of vinegar or lemon juice and placing it into the jar
labeled “a little acid” and fill the rest of the jar with tap water.

7. For the plant receiving “a lot of acid”, pour 1 cup of the vinegar or lemon juice into the jar and fill the rest with tap water.
8. Fill the third jar, labeled “plain water”, just with tap water.
9. Next, have her create her “Observation Journal" using the spiral or composition notebook. Label the first page with today’s date

and have her draw a picture of each plant with each of their corresponding labels. You may want to have her write or dictate a
sentence or two describing each plant’s appearance, which at this point should be the same for all three plants: green and
healthy.

10. Water each plant (being sure to use only about a 1/4 of the jar each time at the most) with the water from the corresponding jar
containing either a lot of acid, a little acid or plain water.

11. Every two or three days continue to water the three plants using the water from the original jars. Be sure to make note of and
discuss which plant looks best. Which one looks the worst? How do the plants differ in color? Continue to have her record all of
her observations in the journal by drawing and writing what she sees after each watering.

12. Water and observe the plants for at least one week. Throughout the experiment, discuss the changes that have occurred in the
three plants and ask her why she thinks the results turned out the way they did.

13. At the end of the experiment, talk with her about which plant is the healthiest and which plant is the least healthy, working with
her to reach a conclusion about what happened to the plants. Have her record all of her conclusions in her journal.

14. Assist her in making the connection between this experiment and our own environment and the effects of acid rain in our world.

This experiment is not only interesting, but it's a simple way you and your child can explore the sometimes-complicated concepts of
pollution and its environmental consequences. Along the way, you might even inspire her to get excited about making some "green"
changes in her life!
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Rising 5th Grade Social Studies
Welcome to 5th Grade! To prepare for 5th grade Social Studies, please complete steps A, B, and C below. 

Completing these steps will make class easier and more fun. Each of these steps will prepare you to succeed in 

the first unit of the year!  

A. Watch the documentary,

“Desert Empires - History

Of Africa”, then answer

the questions to the right.

B. Read the text about West

African kingdoms below.

Then add to your answers

on the right.

1. What goods were traded in West African kingdoms? Why were they

traded?

2. Why was Mansa Musa an important ruler? Give 2 reasons.

3. Write down 3 questions you have after watching the documentary and

reading the text. They can be about anything you are wondering

about, or anything that was confusing in the documentary.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shEU4PQUxxA&list=PLajyiGz4JeyPq2lpEt2skZRhQsAspIQCp&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shEU4PQUxxA&list=PLajyiGz4JeyPq2lpEt2skZRhQsAspIQCp&index=10


C. Geography: Complete the 

map quiz until you 

memorize where all the 

continents and oceans 

are.  

What is the fastest time you can complete the quiz? Try to get 100% in less 

than a minute!  
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https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3188
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