
Brooklyn Ascend Middle School 
 

 

 

August 4, 2020 
 
Dear BAMS scholars and families,  
 
It is with deep sadness that we inform you about a recent loss to our school community. On Saturday, 
August 1 at 3:24 PM, Shamahri Melton, a 2019 graduate of Brooklyn Ascend Middle School, passed 
away due to an ongoing medical condition.  
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Shamahri’s family and especially his sister Shamahni Melton (a rising 
8th grader at BAMS). We know that many of the classmates, peers and friends of Shamahri and 
Shamahni are and will be affected by this terrible loss. Likewise, this loss is sure to raise many 
emotions, concerns and questions for the entire BAMS community, especially our students. 
 
BAMS, in conjunction with Ascend Public Charter Schools, has a team of professionals trained to help 
with the needs of students, parents and school personnel at difficult times such as this. These 
individuals are available to assist our school community, and I will work closely with this team to ensure 
that scholars receive the necessary supports. 
 
In addition, I want to share the following resources for immediate or emergency support: 
 

• Crisis Text Line: Text "GOT5" to 741741. 
An anonymous texting service available 24/7. Starting a conversation is easy. 

• NYC WELL: Text "WELL" to 65173 or call 888-NYC-WELL (888-692-9355) 
Available 24/7. Free information, help, and emotional support. 

• Emotional Support Line: 1-844-863-9314 
The Emotional Support Line provides free and confidential support, helping callers 
experiencing increased anxiety due to the coronavirus emergency. The Help Line is staffed by 
volunteers, including mental health professionals, who have received training in crisis 
counseling. 

• Ms. Samuel (BAMS Guidance Counselor): (929) 266-0113 
• Additional resources: 

- https://nycwell.cityofnewyork.us  (includes access to applications for coping with adolescent 
stress, anxiety and depression) 
- www.yourlifeyourvoice.org  
- www.nowmattersnow.org  
 

 
As we receive updates from the Melton family, including funeral arrangements, we will share with the 
school community. If you or your scholar would like to put together a  
 
In the meantime, if you or your scholar would like to create a short one-minute video, sharing a 
memory of Shamahri or sending your love and condolences to the Melton family, please send your 
video to Ryan Bissoon by Thursday August 6, 2020 at 5:00 pm.  
 
E-mail: ryan.bissoon@ascendlearning.org  Phone: (929) 276-7275 
 
With love,  
 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Crystal Lane 
Principal 
Brooklyn Ascend Middle School 
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